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Foreword

The Bhigavata Vyafijanam by Sri Dhundhirdja
Ramachandra sistri is an excellent work in Sanskrit It
has for 1ts theme the life-story of Sri Krsna It has seven
chapters called the Ullasas

The First Chapter has 45 stanzas, beginning with
the prayer to the presiding deity of the family of the
author, marriage of Vasudeva-Devaki, birth of Krsna
1n the prison and his having been taken to Vraja where
he grows up and works miracles ending with the killing
of Trnavartasura ( Grass-whirlpool demon) The Second
Chapter has 88 stanzas It begins with the arrival of the
sage Garga at Vraja and giving the name ‘Krsna to the
child of Nanda  His muraculous deeds of childhood
continue here The chapter ends with favouring Akrura
with experience of a special miracle The Third Chapter
has 62 stanzas [t starts with the description of the
desire of Lord Krsna, the Purna Brahma to indulge in
lovesports and dances with the Gopees and ends
with the departure of Lord Krsna with Akriira from
Vraja to Mathura The Fourth Chapter has 54 stanzas
starting with the bringing of Sr1 Krsna and Sr1 Balardma
by Akriira to the bank of the river Yamuna, their entry
into the royal assembly, death of royal guards and the
king Kamsa himself at their hands, release of their
parents from prison, sending of Uddhava to Gopees
at Vraja as the messenger of Sr1 Krsna and ending
with the description how Akriira through Lord Krsna’s
grace was saved from falling into calamities unlike
others of his dynasty

The author says that the former half (Plrvardha-

bhiga) of the Vyafijana 1n the tenth Skandha
(Branch Chapter) reached an end



The latter half (Uttarardhabhaga) begins

The Fifth Chapter has 68 stanzas It begins with
the description of the king of Magadha Jarasandha going
on araid of Mathura and his defeat and ending with
the celebration of Lord Krsna’s marriage with Rukmin
The Sixth Chapter has 79 stanzas It starts with the
symbolic deseription of Lord Krsna-Rukmini’s son
Pradyumna having been taken away by Sambara
demon and ends with the description of how Narada,
the celestial sage attained great solace after having seen
the domestic life of Lord Krsna with his consorts more
than sixteen thousand in number The Seventh chapter
has 65 stanzas It commences on describing how the angry
spouses cursed the Cocks who awoke Lord Krsna in
the morning before dawn and ends with the desire that
the presiding deity of the family should be pleased with
this work, the Bhagavata Vyafijana, of the author

The above 1s only to indicate in a nutshell what has
been described i1n detail on the basis of the tenth Skandha
of Srimad Bhigavata purana

The author had a mind replete with the source
matter and his own thoughts over it He had a heartin
which surged feelings saturated with realism He wielded
a pen which flowed with ease and variety 1n expression

The various details of the incidents of Sr1 Krsna’s
Iife have been beautifully portrayed The female
demon Phtand’s actions have been described m a poetic
way (Chap I, stanza 35) The intellectual interpretation
of child’s actions 1s natural (Chap I, stanza 43) The
mother Ya$oda’s utmost care for Sri Krsna’s health 1s
solicitous (Chap 1II, stanza 13) The condition of
Gopees’ minds and hearts at Lord Krsna’s call 1s
presented vividly (Chap III, stanzas 7 and 14) Subtle
thinking 1s explicit 1n the reason interpreting blackness
of the river Yamund (Chap III, stanza 57) Dexterity
in describing excellence of the city Mathura (Chap IV,
stanza 8) and bheauty of putting two diverse interpreta-
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tions on the Kati Bandhana (Binding the waist,)
Chap IV, stanza 36) are striking Questions sent by
the cowherd maidens (Gopees) through Uddhava are
indicative of their single-minded devotion to Lord Krsna
(Chap 1V, stanzas 49-50) Ability to show that change 1n
the order of letters in words gives different meanings in
differnt contexts 1s obvious (Chap V, stanza 27) Use
of the profound knowledge of the Upanisads 1s effective
(Chap V, stanza 46) Skill in describing the poetic
elements and Rukmini’s graceful accomplishments simul-
taneously 1s marvellous (Chap V, stanza 56) Ascription
of human action to the fan 1s life-like (Chap VI, stanza
43) Description of the various sections of the army
fighting with their counterparts in the hostile army
reminds Kialidasa (Chap VI, stanza 56) Preference for
the subject matter of the work (in hand) 1s cogent
(Chap VII, stanze 59) Advocacy of merits and qualities of
the work 1s justified (Chap VII, stanza 62) Request for
enjoying 1ts study 1s reasonable (Chap VII, stanza 63)

Capability of matching sound with sense 1s visible
(Chap 1II, stanza 47) and (Chap V,stanza9) Use of
letter ‘Ga as an example of alliteration (Chap II,
stanza 78) and of the figure of speech as the Arthéntar-
anydsa Alamkara (Chap II, stanza 69), harnessing
metres as the Narkutaka (Chap I, stanza 18) and the
Pafichachamara (Chap II, stanza 47) strike a novel
note Use of the prefix ¢Adhi’ to 1illustrate the sense
of the Locative case (Chap I, stanza 22), of Sakam,
Sardham etc in one stanza (Chap IV, stanza 24) and
of one subject with many verbs (Chap IV, stanza 30)
show wide and deep knowledge of Grammar

Expression combining wvigour with refinement and
presence of one figure of speech or another in a natural
way bear testimony to the felicity of diction resulting 1n
graceful and attractive style wheremn even grammatical
uses add to the harmony of sound The mterest in Sri
Krsna’s life-story 1s perenmial due to 1ts importance in
human life m every sphere



Sr1 Dhundhirdja Rémachandra Sastri’s work 1s
undoubtedly a fine poetic piece of very high order The
praiseworthy combined efforts of Dr Govind Jaya-
Krishna Kale and Shri Kashinath Bhalchandra KXale
in adding learned commentary Vyafijana Subodhini have
succeeded i making the sense of the original work
lucid and clear even to an average Sanskrit student or
reader Such efforts are much needed 1n modern times
to bring home to the people the importance and the
utility of the cultural heritage of India and Dr Kale’s
endeavour in publishing the work 1s to pave the way for
others to tread on the golden track

Dr Govind Jaya Krishna Kale deserves all encoura-
gement in furthering such anoble cause as this of bringing
to light the richness of Sanskrit Language and the vast
knowledge treasured therein in the context of literary
and cultural heritage of India

Har: Ram Mishra

M A (Sans) M A (English),
B T, LL B, D Latt,

Head of the Department of Oriental Learning,

Raksabandhana, University of Saugar Sagar, M P
August 12, 1965 & Principal, Maharaja College,
Chhatarpur, M P Chhatarpur, M P



Foreword

The Commentator and the Editor of the present
Samskrit Bhagwat Vyanjan Kavyam asked me to write a
foreword on the work and without hesitation I accepted
the request not caring for my proficiency or otherwise
about the Samskrit Literature

As a person imnterested in the Search of unpublished
manuscripts I came to know the present manuscript with
no efforts The Editor Dr G J Kale resident of Nagpur
1s a Samskrit scholar and acquamnted with Dr Warnekar
and Shr1 S N Kulkarmi Shri Kulkarni informed me
about the manuscript of Bhagawat Vyanjanam, andI
went to Dr G J Kale who gladly and willingly showed
me the manuscript of this Granth written by his grand
father and the manuscript of the Commentory he was
doing and talked to me about its value as a poem

It was shortly after Mr Panchabhai, an Ayurvedic
practitioner at Nagpur informed me that Shri Nanabua
Jagirdar of Sindkhed 1s in possession of a copy of the
manuscript styled as Bhagwat Vyanjanam and 1its author
1s said to be a person of the Muli family of Jalana in
Aurangabad District Being interested as 1t bears the
same title with the different names of the author, I wrote
to Shri Nanabua of Sindkhed who was very kind to bring
the manuscripts to Nagpur when he had occasion to visit
the city about 2 years ago I then compared both the
coples and I was surprised to find that the poem is the
same but the names of the poet are different On enquiry
with Shri Nanabua, he informed that these extracts
were copied by his uncle Yadavabua Jagirdar from the
manuseript in possession of the Muli family at Jalana
about 1n the year from 1935 to 1945 A D, Yadava Rao
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having died mn 1945 A D Hence the authorship of the
poem was a mystery, and being interested in solving 1t I
wrote to my friends at Jalana to find out the manuscript
in the Muli family and arrange for inspection by me But
on efforts the original manuscript in the family could
not be traced Thereafter I happened to be on tour to
Jalana side to inspect the ancient relics and records
I took the opportunity to wvisit the branches of the
Muli family at Jalana and inspect the collection of
manuseripts 1n their possession But the manuseript
could not be traced and the members of the family
could not give 1ts whereabouts I then mqured if any
other poems were composed by the said person, but
they said ‘there 1s no other poem by the said person’
Shri Madhukar Shastri, the present representative of
the Muli family did not even know of the present Poem
Adding a small #gz7 @@ 1n the end of a ‘Skandh’ or
‘Ullas’ showing the authorship of the work 1s a great
daring Agam no other composition of any sort could
be traced i the possession of Muli farmly proving that
a person of a poetic character occured in the family

Short account of the Kale family of the Poet
Dhundiraj Shastri —

The commentator of the present work, grandson
of the Poet, Dr G J Kale in his preface has fully
detailed the family history of the poet and has enu-
merated the poetic work done by the poet as far as
that could be found and traced mn his, family record,
but, in short the Poet Dhundiraj Shastr1 of Vatsa
Gotra was son of Ramchandrarao who was posted ag
Bhuragadha near Banda to supervise the. dues from
the Chief of Banda State under PReshwas: of Poona

. Amritrao Peshwa also had his teritory m North
India having his capital at Chutrakut Dhundiray Shastr
was the head of the ¢Pandit Sabha’ in Chitrakut
under Peshwa Amrifrao, and his son Vinayakrao
Dhundira; Shastr1 hved m Chitrakut upto the year
1857 A. D from the period of his student Iife as he
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studied there Samskrit Vyakarana, Vedant, Sahitya
and other Shastras under the direction of Pandit
Anantram Shastr1 Telang, who was the head of the
Pandit Sabha (a Committee of Learned ) which was
organised by Amritrao Peshwa at Chitrakut The
purpose of this Pandit Sabha was to test the know-
ledge of the learned assembled there and to award them
‘Dakshina’ as per their learning, in the month of
¢ Shravan ° This was in 1mtation of the ¢ Shravan
Mas Dakshina’ which was held annually at Poona by
the Peshwas On acquisition of profictency 1n the
Shastras, Shree Dhundira; Shastr1 was appointed head
of the said committee after Anantram Shastr: Telang
and he also settled at Chitrakut As the education
and service of the poet was all along at Chitrakut,
1t 1s likely that his poetic works were composed at
Chitrakut Apart from the minor compositions of the
poet which are enumerated 1n the preface of the
commentators his chief work 1s Vyanjan on Bhagavat
The Bhagavat Purana consists of 12 Skandhas, but
the Poet Dhundhiraj Shastr1 first compiled the tenth
skandha Vyanjan as it contains the whole ¢ Charitra
of Shrikrishna’ It has been mentioned in the begm-
ning of his first skandha Vyanjan that °‘Bemng im-
pressed by the attractive story of Shrikrishna, the
poet first compiled the tenth skandha Vyanjan but
not being satisfled with it the poet compiled the rema:
ning skandha Vyajanas’ As the poet was the head
of the ¢ Committee of Learned’ for a long period at
Chitrakut, his poetic compilations specially the Bhaga-
vat Vyanjanam must have been completed at Chitra-
kut where he lived till 1857 A D, the year of first
war of independence in which his house was put to
fire along with Peshwa’s and others It 1s only in
copy of the poem of wzffag wwrwe that the date pf
composition 1s mentioned It i1s Vikram Samvat 1913
1 e 1856 A D

The Poet Dhundihraj Shastri as head of ¢ Pandat
Sabha * came in contact with the learned men gathered.



At

there from outside, and had occasion to discuss
with them and thus 1t was likely Pandits knew of
his poetic compilations and became the means of
spreading the knowledge of his works out of Chitrakut
It 1s probable that the Bhagawat Vyanjanam found
in the Muli family at Jalana came there by the means
as stated above As yet there is no convincing evi-
dence to prove that it was compiled by any member
of the Muli family of Jalana

Even by cursory reading it will be seen that
the poet has mastery over the Samskrit language, 1s
well versed in grammer and has utilised in all his com-
positions the wunique style of the poetic art which 1s
not ordinarily found elsewhere The reader will be
convinced that the present Bhagawat Vyanjanam and the
complete or incomplete poems preserved in the family
of Shri Kale bear the same style and are the product
of the one and the same hand wviz that of the poet
Dhundhiraj Shastr1 Kale

It 1s a work composed by an expert who 1s
master of Samskrit language and 1its grammer and 1s
full of poetic imagination Ordinarily 1t 1s very diffi-
cult for a reader to read, understand and appreciate
the sense of the poem as the poet wanted to convey
in his composition The Samskrit commentary which
has been given in the present work by the publishers
1s very valuable to the readers and helpful for the
study and appreciation of the poems The learned
commentators Dr G J Kale and Shri K B Kale, m a
are the grandsons of the poet through his sons Both
the commentators had no occasion to study the poem
in the prime of their life though both of them studied
in the prime of Life Samskrit language and grammar
They jomned the English schools Dr G J Kale studied
medicine, jomned Medical Service and ultimately re-
tired as medical officer Shr1 K B Kale also jomed
English school and college and got M A degree and
then jomed the revenue services After retirement of
the service both of them, on the basis of what they
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learned 1n their boyhood studied the present poem and
Dr G J Kale devoted himself to write the Samskrit
commentary and Shr1i K B Xale helped him in com-
pleting 1t It will be seen that 1t 1s creditable to
the commentators that they have reserved the family
tradition of Samskrit learning and have successfully
explained the verses in the way as the poet origi-
nally intended

I am confident that the general readers and the
students who desire to study ecritically the poem wall
be fully benefitted by the present commentary I gladly
note that the present poem with the commentary is
very valuable as a Text Book for the higher stu-
dents 1 Samskrit literature in the Universities where
Samskrit 1s a subject for Degree course

The members of the Kale family of the poet
specially the two commentators, who are grandsons of
the poet deserve the thanks from the public for
publishing the valuable work

It1 Sham

Sharadashram, Yeotmal Y K Deshpande
D/ 12-9-1965 M A,LL B, D Litt
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